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.11 of .-lllsboro end u. i’. o. LioUeel of tiarlinton. 



me ' Shifts h* ICe r ST- 

John ».ci,’eel 
Martha LcLeel 
James Lewis 
iiebecce Lewis 
Alexander ..addell hife 
Charles ^innison 
Jucob IZinhison 
Lrs. «Jataes Srinnell 
John Switzer L wife 
Hichard Mill 
Kancy Hill 

^braham i.dieel L wife 
Some years after John LcHeel and the Linnison ^iot..'. 2 u 
a:.ie to the aittle ■‘-evels, they built a small 1°S c "‘ iu 
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Bery llttle lcnon " el »ut the little ..hits Pole 
Church, but it is said that Bishop ..sbury, the S reet apostle 

or Lethodisn, was the first .sinister who visited the Little 

Levels, and that as early as 1789 he preached in the little 

",.hite role Church”, erected by John llciieel. fhe tradition 

is doubtless true, for it is substantiated by 5 enernl records 
of the church. 

It appears that the first organization was perfected 

here in die year 01 17uC and at the tine the members composin'; 

the church were: 


John ..cl.'eel 


Liar tha LrdJeel 
James Lewis 
Aebecea Lewis 
Alexander ./ad dell wife 
Charles ..innison 
Jacob Ilinnison 


Lrs. sanies Lrinnell 
John ijwitzdr L wife 
Hichard Hill 
Nancy Kill 

Abraham I clieel ^ wife 


kior.iG 

the 


year 3 uftor John ...e.<eel and 
_ittlo -cvels , they built - 


the Kinnison 3i'0thc.3 
small loj cabin ts 


ca..e to 




Pocahontas 


County 


a place of worship. I’nia oobin Wus called the V.hlte Pole 
Church und In all probability was the first ohurch erected 
west of the ..llejheny mountains. It was built of very snail 
logs and cue logs were peeled which gave the church the appear¬ 
ance of being built of white poles and so, the nane "m.ite Pole”. 

This church was located in a part of what is now the 
McNael Graveyard, situated on a hill overlooking the ancestral 
home, and on the farm now belonging to Dr. John LloNeel. This 
land has been in the posession of a John UcNeel ever since 17G5. 

This Cemetery was statted when Martha McNeel, wife of 
John Mc-eel, dug the grave and buried her child, perhaps with 
the aid of a negro servant, while John McNeel was at the battle 
of Point Pleasant in the year 1774. John Llc»*eel died in 

1625 at the age of eighty years, and was buried in the LlcNeel 
Graveyard. The grave is narked by a sandstone carved from 
the native hills and engraved by John Bruffey, a neighbor. 

The .Vhite Pole Methodist Episcopal Church, after some 
years, became too small and too inaccessible and the Meth¬ 
odist church was moved into the town of Hillsboro. 


Information: Hardesty’s Encyclopedia 

Mrs. Kella F. Yeager 
^r. T. S. Kc^eel 
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^ince writing r. hat I could find obout the .<hite Tele 
Ci urch, I have been able to see the original dued to the 
land upon which this church was built. i'his deed is re¬ 
corded in Bath County, Virginia but :..r. f. ^. Ucheel has 
the original. fhe following is a part of the de_d. 

Jeed: 10th. April, 1799. Between John Lc..ecl c. 

~artha his wife of the County of -^ath, -teto of Virginia of 
the one pert and I’hos. ~cott, Jno. Pinnell, -ichard hill, 
Criffith -vans, Jacob Kinnison, —lex ..addell, ..illi a 
Waddell, Janes Lewis and Jonathan Lcheel, fru. tecs, in 
trust for the use and purpose hereinafter mentioned r.i 
declared. -11 the ri~ht, title, interest) property, claim 
and lenand whatsoever, -ither in law or equity w Idol h- 
s-.il John .choel ^rth.a his wife hath in, to, or r.o .'11 
t . oinjular - certain lot or piece of ground situ* to, 1; 1 ; 
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:.d buinp in the County of ath ^ ojr-tc ."ore-. 11 -nd c - 


tuini.iy wuo Acre of l_ni tojuther with the 


... ■ «U 


by the ■. . . Mound; Iujji, .. u, auterv.uys, privil» 
ap..urices thereto holou^inj; or in auj way a. pcrtui .lr.y: 
i'o have a-d to hold, ia t* .at tbut they shell . t end build 
or cu .a- to be erected a.id built thereon a —ou.se or 1 ^ 

..oru-i j for the use of the members of whe Method let 4»ylftco« 1 
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• f. Aici.ael tells me that the real name of the 
..hito x’ole uhurch was i..ount Taber us you can see by the deed, 
hov.evor it has always been known, by the nai.e "ohite iole church". 

church or neetins house was built some time before the 
deal was made and was now too small for the number who wor¬ 
shiped taere. xhe people were contemplating a new church 
and so John and *'*artha hcxieel save the land as u location 
for a new x.ez hodist —pisvopal church.. Jhe location, was 
very inaccessible and when John Jordan, son-in-luw- of John 
iucNeel, offered some land in a better location for the church, 
this was decided upon as the site for the new church. «11 
denominations worshiped at the ..hite Pole Church. It was 
more of a Meeting xlouse but this was the beginning of the 
-.othodist organization in the Hillsboro Community and the first 
in Pocahontas County. 

„s.s I have said before John Jordan gave one acre of 
land fur the church. fhis land was located about two miles 
east of Hillsboro on the old road leading to nenmar. i_e ex¬ 
act date that this church was used is not known but ‘ ..e ieed 


recorded in the Clerk's office shows: Jan 


1630 - 


from John Jordan and Lirium Jordan to ..illiaa -dmlston, ^n- 
irew -dais ton, John Grimes, Richard i-ill, ^srk hinnison, *.brchcm 
.ill, -athaniel ilinnison, r rustees for Methodist -piscopal 
jLurch, one ucra of land with houses that are built taoreon, 
tools, waterways and privileges, in trust the house that 

Ls built thereon for -he purpose of oivi.uc worship for 
.:U cub ;rship of the ^cthoUut -place pal -U.rch, ocorii.. 
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‘ >aUoat6* county. 


the rules uni discipline v.uioU rro n tin* , , 

19 ° may oe a reed 

ui<)3 and «ao ? t.d -.y th. minister. ana preacher. of tn. ^' d 
ohuTCh or by -annual Jonference. 

according to this dA** 

deed this ohuroh oust have !>een in 

use aout ltJO. Jrou the Kay the deed reads It sound, re 
tltoujh the buildlaa =hioh use used for a church v.as already 

o«i -410 land, * • laCitOol 3ayd t o*.' t 1 u 

u —^ ^ ft ere was a buil&in- 

built for a cjurch in which to v; 0 rs'*in ^ 1o . , 

u& - i 3 i ±his cnurcli burned 

and is non Icr.ov.n by everyone as the *»uLd Burned Church'*. 

dur. Jsces Jordan, a great grand son of the John Jordan 


nho >ve ..to Inna .or tne Lid Burned Church, is eight:-three 
years old. -e told :ie that a nan named John Casebolt, -..ho 
nn^ n li'txe s:;rs on -ocust creek, ’..eat to this church. It 


sceus ti.at he ami some mind cf a disagreement uith sone aeu- 
ojrs of -he congregation. *-o jave a negro nien a fur hat to 
curn the church. m^aebolt disappeared very suddenly and 
never returned to this community. 4 _r. Jordan assured me t._t 
this r,as a fact. 


r. Jordan said that the first preacher that he . Id 


remember urns e circuit rider named .nv. ..ixon. 


m c- me cn 


° -ot an.l ..aired —d preached all through j.ocaha;ita3 and 
hanlolph counties. he ..ms ery small at that time, i.r. 


t.7r r. lcesa*; remember exactly hov: he was paid but thought 

.-••i they gave him a very snail sur:i cf coney. 

...e ne.t church built by this or juiio. ticn ‘..as lec: U. 
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1 f'ro .o buiiaina. i-v,* , . , 

*• •'•• upon »hloh thl> ohmoh 

built -.ms iiVQB by Snttoniel iannlaon. 


i — 1: 


vun 15 » 1853 from Nathaniel kinniaon to 


• «wu X “ 


lai-ael i. -allien, diehard ..ill, Jeaaa Idalston, j«o. ... 

- la . » ifcxrison, -b. -hltln s , J. itaotaasa, s. .. 1- 

i.-U ; o, afl u. .. ,.uc tale l, ATs. - one aore near the Till ;e ot 
.*Al...sboro adjoining parsonage lot belonging to the I.. L. 

C .lurch, to erect a place of v/orship for the use of members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

fhis church, ..esley Chapel, situated on the hill beside 
the purxnc^e v.us used for ; any years. nut toward the end cf 
nineteenth, century zhe ccngregut ion he pan to look for a locuti .... 
upon vliich they might build a larger, nore modern uiliin;. 

i 

-j.iv.oq the members v; lx> worshiped at these first 
churches were: *# 4 * 

William Burgess 

..illiu.; uni -ancy ilinnison 

June. - ; and .tebeeca Lev;is 




aciuel and ^>u3an ^.uldridge 


.bruhun Hill 


ohn dr hies 


Mark Linnison 


williata -dniston 
..ndro.v -iniaton 


Jour d jur :osj 













Joseph i ad i-attic Jeurd 
Joel and ^ebeccu Hill 
ihocias and akll nie .j.11 


*'°a: ho at 



J o anti- 


Co© rje and Haney Hill 
..nshin^ton and *-*ar ret hill 
John and -.lizabeth I31uir 
Hichard uni Lydia LoNeel 
Oapt. ..Li. i-. c. uarjaret x.cheel 
Jacob and Lirian Lci.ee 1 
Isaac and Haney ...cHeel 
John o. ana Lary h. Loo re 
Janes and Elizabeth 3urnsile 
John x,. and Lary -. Linnison 
aavid C..and ^ebeeca Linnison 
John and Cynthia Jordan 
James and Fannie Jordan 
James and Haney Hultz 
George and Laura Curry 
Javid and Lusan McCarty 
allis and -ally Mill McCarty 
Hicharl Hill "nd .<ife 
Hurhe hill 

Josiah a..d Haney Callison 
.<n. II. overholt and v.ife 
„r.i. and Lannie callison 
iju.a -.ulli ^on I ; * 


*ru 


vv.rholt 
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, s . Billy Bro;vn 


Jocies K» ..ei_ ord 

i..ar t :;a*’3t Burnside ..eiford 

Beenie Burnside 

i.-iria« Burnside 

"‘ar shall and Virginia Peyatt 
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information: 


I*iss .aice ->nith 

George clendenen 
^e/. 0# ohires 

^ Jr • o citfi0s Jordan 
A, " r s • Xk 6lla ^eager 
ilrs, ^anes L.arshall 
* • T • o • Lie Keel 
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The i'irst church in -Pocahontas CounJrJ 
bhite Pole Church 

This church was built by John McHeel, the first permanent 
settler in the county, to show his gratitude to God for all 
his providential care, after all his wanderings and fears to 
penult him to find such a pleasant, wealthy place in which td> 
live* it was dedicated, M To the worship of the Builder of the 
Universe! 1 It is one of the very first churches to be built 
vest of the Allegheneys* It is said that Bishop Asbury, the 
great Apostle of Methodism was the first minister who visited 
the LittlevLevels as early as 1789, and that he preached in 
ohe little white -Pole Church* The tradition is doubtless 
true, for it is substantiated by general records of the 
church* it appears that the first organisation was perfected 
here in 1789, and at that time the members composing the 
church were i John LlcUeel, liartha LlcNeel, James Lewis end wife 
Alexander Waddell and wife, Charles J^ennison, Jacob Kennison, 

Mrs. James Brinnell, John Switzer and wife, nichard nill, 

-Nancy Hill, and Abraham MoNeel and wife* 

The deep hold that Methodism held in the Little LevelE 

f :r a hundred years or more can be explained when 1 cay that the 
man and woman who built the White Pole Church laid the foundation 

of the Methodist Church in Pocahontas County. 

Martha Davis Melleel, wife of John Llo^eel brought with her 
to her new home in the Little Levels, a part of her dowry, n Bible 






